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PORTRAIT  OF  THE  REV.  JOHN  RAGAN* 


PJe  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  In  early  life  he  had  religi- 
piis  instruction,  and  was  from  time  to  time  under  serious 
.impressions,  according  to  the  account  he  gave  of  himself; 
but  chose  the  pleasures  of  this  world,  in  preference  to  a 
life  of  Christian  sobriety.  He  rambled  from  Home  as  sooii 
as  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  escape  the  eye  of  his  guardians; 
and  got  on  board  of  a  man  of  war,  a  serjeant  of  marines ; 
tiiere  he  wanted  not  for  opportunity  to  use  those  liberties 
freely,  which  he  bad  used  but  sparingly  when  under 're¬ 
straint.  Yet  he  dare  not  abandon  the  bible,  but  being 
initiated  into  the  Ariaij  and  Socinian  principles,  he  made 
.proficiency  in  that  anti-christian  doctrine;  and  valued  him¬ 
self  in  disputation  on  that  subject.  He  thought  he  could 
prove  Arianism  true  from  Athanatisus’s  creed.  He  was 
a  great  historian,  from  reading  and  being  possessed  of  an 
excellent  memory.  By  a  turn  of  Providence,  he  came  to 
Baltimore,  in  Marylandj  where  he  began  to  dispute  with 
any  he  could  have  access  to,  on  his  favourite  doctrine,  and 
thought  he  could  meet. with  none  who  could  foil  him.  He 
heard  preaching;  but  with  disrespect,  as  Christ,  was 
.preached  God  over  all !  Till  at  length  Christ  plead  his  owm 
cause  with  him,  and  by  the  celestial  spirit  convinced  him 
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who  he  was.  Sharp  arrow's  from  his  bow  pierced  his  heart, 
poor  John  cried  out,  “  I  am  wounded,  Lord  Jesus  under, 
take  forme.’*  And  soo?i  tlie  despised  Nazaiine  look  him 
out  of  the  deep  pit  and  tl)c  miry  clay,  and  pula  better  sonp; 
in  his  mouth,  Lven  worthy  is  tlic-  Lamb  to  be  exalted — 
Christ  is  the  everlastiii.Q^  Fatlier,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

.  Now  he  that  was  before  unprofitable,  begins  to  !)e  pro- 
Stable  :  indeed  he  talked  of  Jesus,  and  prayed  to  him  day 
and  night.  After  some  time  lie  was  advised  by  those  who 
saw  the  grace  of  God  so  abounding  in  Jiim,to  speak  pub- 
licly  of  Christ.  He  ventured,  and  the  presence  of  Jesus 
was  felt  by  many.  lie  w^s  appointed  to  Calvert  circuit, 
1788,  with  a  young  man  educated  in  Cokesbury  college. 
Their  labours  were  so  blessed,  that  within  one  year,  from 
the  judgment  of  moderate  observers,  seven  hundred  per¬ 
sons  (some  in  high  life)  were  brought  under  deep  and  so¬ 
lemn  concern,  for  their  souls  salvation. 

Ragan’s  diffidence  made  him  singular:  during  his  state 
of  probation,  he  wore  such  clothes  as  he  did  before.  Some 
one.  asked  him  why  he  did  not  put  on  the  garb  of  a  minis* 
ter  ?  he  s^id,  'do  you  know  that  l  am  on  trial,  and  that  at 
the  end  of  tw  o  full  years,  it  will  be  with  my  elders  in  the 
ministry,' to  reject  me  if  they  think  it  best  ?  then  I  shall  go 
lo^my  former  occupation,  and  what  should  I  do  with  the 
parson’s  clothes  ?  No,  when  I  am  approved  a  minister, 
then  it  will  be  time  to  dress  like  one.  He  was  a  verv  re- 
served  than,  always  disposed  to  take  the  lowest  seat :  liacia 
prediliction  to  be  unknown,  and  a  person  must  be  artful  to 
find  out  that  he  knew^  any  thing  :  a  great  reader,  energetic 
in  opposing  error,  the  rich  he  spared,  not,  even  when  want 
stared  him  in  thc'face,  and  his  depcndance  for  the  necessa- 
Vies  of  life,  was  in  some  de  gree  hazardous,  from  that  quar* 
ter.  He  spent  some  time  in  N6vascolia,  and  returned  to 
the  States  in  the  year  1792,  passed  one  year  on  Long- 
Island,  where  he  was  useful  to  many ;  from  thence  he  went 
to  Maryland,  from  thence  to  the  state  of  Jersey,  preaching 
‘day  anci*  night,  in  great  w'eakness  of  lx>dy.  He  visited 
Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1801,  took  the  yellow  fever  after 
he  returned  to  Gloucester  county  ,  and  died  in  the  full  assii- 
jrance  of  peace  with  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  Lnd.  To  his  memory  1  would  raise  this  mo* 
‘numerit,  for  I  loved  irVr,  and  he  was  my  good  friend. 
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AN  KX  TH.ACT  FROM  AMBROSE’S  SELF-EX, 

AMINATION. 

% 

Of  the  manner  of  trying  or  examining  our  Hearts, 

* 

[Concluded  from  page  239.]  • 

7.  N  OW  and  then  propose  wc  to  our  hearts  these  two 
questions  :  Hearty  ho’iv  doest  thou  ?  a  few  words,  but  a  vc 
ry  serious  question.  You  know  this  is  the  first  question 
and  the  first  salute  that  we  use  to  another,  Hoiv  do  you  do^ 
Sir?  I  would  to  God  we  would  sometimes  thus  speak  to 
our  hearts,  Heart,  how  dost  thou  ?  how  is  it  with  thee  for 
thy  spiritual  state  ?  2.  Heart  *ivhat  ^ilt  thou  do  ?  or  Hearty 
what  dost  thou  think  yoill  becojne  of  thee  and  me  ?  as  .that 
dying  Roman  once  said,  Animula^  •ingulf,  BatidulUy 
Poor,  vvretclied,  miserable  soul,  whither  art  thou  and  d  a 
going,  and  what  will  become  of  thee,  when  thou  aiid  I  s.hj^ll 
part  ?  This  very  thing  doth  Moses  propose  to  Israel,  though 
in  other  tcrnis,  .0  that  they  •vjould  consider  their  latter  end  • 
And,.0  that  we  would  propose  this  question  constantly  to 
our  hearts  to  consider  and  debate  upon !  Commue  •'fitb your 
own  hearts,  said  David  :  debate  the  matter  betwixt  you 
and  your  own  hearts  to  the  very  utmost :  Let  your  hearts 
be  so  put  to  it  in  communing  with  themj  as  that  they  may 
speak  their  very  bottom.  Commune,  or  hold  a  serious 
communication,  and  clear  intelligence  and  acquaintance 
with  your  own  hearts :  It  was  the  confession  or  a  Divine, 
(Mr.  Lightfoot)  sensible  of  his  negject,. and  .especially  of 
the  difficulty  of  this  duty— have  livxd,  (saith  .hej  forty 
years  and,spmewhat  more,  and  curried  my  heart  in  my  bo¬ 
som  ail  this  while,  and  yet  my  heart  atkl  I  arc  us  great  stran¬ 
gers,  and  as  utterly  unacquainted,  as  if  we  fed  never  came 
near  one  anothi^  • — ^ — Nay,  I  know  apt  .my  heart,  I  have 
forgotten  my  heart:  Ah  my. bowels,  my  bowels!  ,that  I 
could  be  grieved  at  the  very  heart,  that  my  poor  heart 
:l.have.been  so  unacquainted!  We  arc  fallen  into  an' Athe¬ 
nian  age,  spending  our  time  in  nothing  more  than  m  tell¬ 
ing  or  hearing  news:  How  go  things  here  ?  How  there  ? 
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How  in  one  place  ?  How  in  another  ?  But  who  is  there  that 
is  inquisitive,  How  arc  things  w  ith  n*»y  poor  heart  ? 
Weigh  but  in  the  balance  of  a  serious  consideration,  what 
time  w'e  have  spent  in  this  duty,  and  w  hat  time  otherw  isc  ? 
and  for  many  scores  and  hundreds  of  hours  or  days  that  • 
we  owe  to  our  hearts  in  this  duty,  can  we  write  fifty  I  or 
where  there  should  have  been  fifty  vessels  full  of  this  duty, 
can  we  find  tw^enty  or  ten  ?  O  the  days,  months,  years  tve 
bestow  upon  sin,  vanity,  the  afl'airs  of  this  world  \  while 
we  afford  not  a  minute  in  converse  with  our  own  hearts, 
concerning  their  case. 


0/  the  manner  of  trying  or  examinmg  our  Tongues.  ' 

rr HAT  we  may  rightly  try  or  examine  our  tongues,  ob¬ 
serve  we  these  rules: 

1.  Search  we  into  our  dispositions,  whether  we  are  men 
of  few  words,  or  given  to  much  speaking  ?  the  tongue  may 
pffend  both  w^ays,  but  especially  if  we  are  wordy. 

2.  Pemse  with  a  broken  heart  and  bleeding  affections, 
the  many  kinds  of  those  sins  of  the  tongue,  whereof  (no 
doubt  at  one  time  or  other)  we  have  been  deeply  guilty. 
Some  number  them  in  thirty  particulars ;  as,  blasphemy, 
murmuring,  defence  of  sin,  swearing,  forswearing,  Iying,i 
equivocating,  slandering,  flattering,  cursing,  railing, 
brawling,  scofl&ng,  giving  ill  counsel,  sowing  seeds  of  dis¬ 
cord  among  neighbours,  dpuble-tonguedncss,  boasting, 
discovering  of  secrets,  hasty  or  indiscreet  threateninjg,  rash  • 
promises  and  vows,  idle  words,  loquacity  or  immoderate 
talkativeness,  filthy  talking,  scurrility  or  foolish  jesting, 
tale-telling,  raising  of  rumours,  sinful  silence,  rash  censur¬ 
ing,  malicious  informing,  whispering, 

3.  Consider  we  the  last  judgment,  when  men  shall  give 
account  for  every  idle  voord ;  for  by  our  voords  we  must  be 
justified^  and  by  our  words  we  must  be  condemned.  Will  it 
•hbt  be  a  fearful  bill,  wherein  must  be  w’ritten  every  word 
that  we  spoke  all  our  life  long  ?  O  let  us  tremble  to  think 
of  it,  and  judge  and  condemn  ourselves,  and  seal  up  our 
lips  with  amazement,  as  if  were  struck  dumb. 
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4.  Let  us  ever  after  set  a  watch  at  the  door  of  our  lips  : 
I  said  I  will  take  heed  to  ways^  that  1  sin  not  with  my  tongue; 
I  will  keep  my  mouth  with  a  bridle.  It  is  storied,  that  when 
this  verse  was  read  or  lectured  upon  to  a  religious  person, 
he  cryed  out.  Stay  there,  and  I  will  hear  the  rest  when  I 
have  learned  that  verse.  A  long  time  after,  being  demand* 
ed  why  he  t*eturned  not  to  his  old  master,  he  answ  ered  that 
as  yet  he  was  not  perfect  in  his  lesson.  And  hence  the  a- 
postle  could  say.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word^  the  same 
is  a  perfect  many  and  able  aho  to  bridle  the  whole  body.  It 
is  an  hard  work  to  bridle  the  tongue,  and  therefore  vve  had 
need  to  watch  over  it. 

5.  Pray  we  tlie  Lord  for  the  guidance  of  his  spirit  in 
right  governing  of  our  tongue  :  The  preparation  of  the' 
heart  is  in  many  and  the.  answer  of  the  tongue  is  from  the 
Lord;  and  therefore  prayed  David,  Set  a  watch  0  Lord^ 

.  before  my  mouthy  keep  the  door  of  my  lips  :  O  the  tongue  is 
a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity  ;  ,  as  the  fire  flies  about,  so  the 
tongue  is  said  to  have  wings :  as  the  fire  assimulates  and 
turns  every  thing  into  its  own  nature,  so  the  tongue  assi¬ 
mulates  the  hearts  of  men  to  whom  it  speaks :  we  had 
need  therefore  to  pray,  that  God  would  order  this  fire  into 
our  mouths,  lest  we  kindle  such  a  fire  in  the  breasts  of 
others,  as  we  shall  never  live  to  quench  again,  and  so  kin- 

.  die  the  fire  of  God’s  wrath,  which  shall  smoke  to  our  dc. 
btructiqn'. 


Of  the  manner  of  trying  or  examining  our  actions. 

That  wc  may  rightly  try  or  examine  our  actions  (I 
mean  such  acticins  as  are  matters  and  concernments  of  the 
soul,  whether  the  work  of  saving  grace,  or  the  individual 
companions  of  this  saving  work,  as  duties  and  graces)  ob-* 
serve  we  these  rules  : 

1.  For  the  work  of  saving  grace  or  conversion,  try — 
1.  Whether  ever  our  souls  were  wounded  by  a  clear  dis¬ 
covery  and  wide  opening  of  our  many  ulcerous  secret  cor¬ 
ruptions  ?  Whether  ever  they  were  affected  and  pressed 
with  a  thorough  sense  and  feeling  of  the  fierce  wrath  pf 
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God,  ready  to  break  out  into  unquenchable  flames  of  ven¬ 
geance  against  us  ? 

2.  Whether,  after  these  bruisings  and  breakings,  our 
souls  ever  cast  their  eyes  upon  that  infinite  ^ea  of  God’s 
mercy,  gloriously  streaming  through  the  bleeding  wounds 
of  Jesus  Christ,  upon  every  trulv  broken,  contrite,  and 
wounded  heart  f  Whether  ever  they  settled  and  fastened 
their  sight  stcdfastly  upon  their  blessed  redeemer,  as  he 
was  hanging  on  the  cross,  struggling  with  his  father’s 
wrath  for  our  sins,  and  crying  out  at  last,  It  is  finished! 

3.  Whether,  after  this  sight,  and  consideration  of  the 
work  of  our  redemption,  our  souls  ever  hungred  and  thirst¬ 
ed  after  the  precious  blood  of  the  Loi'd  Jesus,  far  more 
greedily  and  insatiably  than  ever  the  panting  hart  thirsted 
after  the  rivers  of  water  ?  Whether.ever,  with  strong  cries, 
prayers,  groans  and  sighs,  they  threw  themselves  with 
some  comfort  and  confidence  into  the  bleeding  and  blessed 
bosom  of  our  dear  redeemer,  and  there  hid  themselves 
sweetly  and  deeply  in  his  sacred  wounds,  and  goared  side, 
from  the  eager  pursuit  of  the  wounding  law,  the  raging. of 
Satan,  and  stinging  of  their  own  consciences  ? 

4.  Whether,  after  this  fast  hold  upon  the  passion  and 
merits  of  Christ,  our  souls  ever  received  this  comfortable 
news,  that  we  were  pardoned,  justified,  entitled  by  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace  unto  a  crown  of  immortality,  and  endless 
joys  in  the  heavens  ?  Whether  this  ever  melted  us  into  an 
evangelical  repentance,  to  bewail  heartily  all  our  sins,' and 
former  wretchedness  of  life,  for  having  so  vilely  and  rebel- 
liously  grieved  and  offended  so  gracious  and  loving  a  fa¬ 
ther  ? 

5.  Whether,  after  these  comforts  and  sorrows,  our  souls 
ever  resolutely  abandoned  the  practice  of  every  gross  sin, 
and  threw  out  of  their  affections  the  liking  and  allowance 
of  every  the  least  infirmity  ?  Whether,  w’c  have  ever  since 
settled  ourselves  to  holiness  of  life,  universal  obedience  to 
all  God’s  commandments,  though  not  in  perfection  and 
height  of  degree,  yet  in  truth  and  sincerity  of  heart  ? 

It  may  be  every  soul  (truly  converted)  cannot  speak  af¬ 
firmatively  to  every  of  these  queries  in  intention,  or  height 
of  measure,  though  for  tho  substance  they  can  ;  and  if  so, 
we  may  conclude  there  is  the  working  of  samng  grace.--^ 
This  trial  is  only  in  reference  to  our  first  conversion,  but  if 
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that  be  not  well  remembered,  and  wc  would  try  this  work 
by  something  since,  or  by  our  present  condition,  then  see 
the  next  section, 

2.  For  the  individual  companions  of  this  work,  as  Du* 
fies^  Graces. 

1.  For  Duties  try — 

1.  How  we  manage  them  before,  in  and  after  the  work. 

2.  What  sensible  and  quickening  communion  we  have 
with  Christ  in  our  duties.  This  is  the  main  business  and 
end  of  all  the  ordinances  of  Christ.  It  is  ordinary  with  us 
to  terminate  our  devotions  with  a  circular  course-  of  pray- 
ing  morning  and  evening;  or  of  coming  to  church  every 
Lord’s  day.  Wc  look  no  further,  but  only  to  the  exercise 
of  the  body,  we  see  not  any  thing  of  the  power  of  Christ 
shining  out  in  strength  in  these  duties  :  And  therefore  try 
we  particularly — 

1 .  Whether  we  have  (in  the  use  of  any  divine  ordinance) 
an  intimate,  tender  and  effectual  presence  of  Christ  him¬ 
self  with  us'. 

2.  Whether  we  have  a  constant  influence,  a  quickening 
power  of  spiritual  refreshing,  a  sensible  spiritual  twte  eSf 
divine  love,  or  of  God  hitnsclf  by  this  presence  of  Christ  ? 
In  right  performance  of  duties,  we  come  to  have  full  union 
with  Christ,  and  by  this  coming  to  him,  wc  come  to,  and 
see  the  father  by  him.  And  hence  follows  by  this  presence 
of  Christ,  these  three  things,  1.  Peace  with,  and  a  spiri¬ 
tual  joy  in  God  ;  2.  A  strength  communicated  to  walk 
wdth  Christ,  and  in, his  power  with  God  :  3.  A  sealed  as¬ 
surance  of  eternal  communion  with  God  in  glory. 

2.  For  Grarcs,  examine — 

1.  The  truth  of  our  Graces. 

.  2.  The  grow’th  of  onr  graces. 

3.  The  wants  of  our  Graces. 


ANECDOTE. 


Two  young  nien  of  Virginia,  w’ho  served  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army  during  the  war,  having  regularly  got  iheir  dis¬ 
charge,  made  home  to  their  friends.  One  had  only  a  mo¬ 
ther  living,  when  be  Icrt  home:  when  they  had  got  near 
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h  they  fell  into  a  conversation  on  the  length  of  time 
they  hail  lx  til  away,  and  concluded  to  try  whether  their 
would  know  iIkiii:  with  this  impression,  cacli  took 
file  i!carc>t  jutli  home.  The  one  who  had  only  a  mother, 
c  Jim*  in  an<l  liiidin;;  !iis  mother  did  not  know  him,  he  ask> 
nl  |«T  Kxl^inj^  ;  to  whom  she  replied,  she  could  not  lodge 
him.  that  there  was  a  tavern  not  far  ifom  the  place,  where 
hk  pii^cht  gtt  lodging,  See.  He  importuned,  but  she  refu¬ 
nd,  till  at  last  he  told  her  he  had  a  little  money,  and  he 
was  afraid  to  lo»lgc  in  a  tavern,  lest  some  person  should 
Twb  him.  He  took  out  his  purse,  and  otfered  it  to  her 
keeping  —  She,  struck  w  ith  the  mammon,  consented  iminc* 
fli itcly  to  his  staying;  accordingly  he  did,  had  supper, 
and  stiil  iietir  discovered  himself  to  his  mother  or  any  of 
the  family.  He  was  directed  to  a  bed,  once  more  in  the 
chain*Kr  of  her  who  conceived  him  ;  how  safe  lie  must 
ha\c  thought  himsclflhen,  compared  to  the  field  of  battle. 
Hut  slic  sbtiii:uincd  a  iiigro  man,  told  him  the  scheme  she 
had  planned,  hired  liim  to  aid  her  to  the  stranger’s  apart¬ 
ment,  where  they  murdered  Iiim  in  his  bed.  Next  dav  his 
ieilofr- soldier  came  to  sec  his  friend !  but  on  asking  fur  the* 
stranger,  could  hear  nothing  of  him  ;  he  Uiought  it  w  as  a 
trick  to  plague  liim,  that  the  oUl  woman  denied  it,  till 
iKraring  her  afirm  thnt  no  stranger  had  come  there  the  last 
eveuinjr,  nor  no  man,  lie  asked  her  if  she  had  not  a  son 
who  went  to  liic  war?  She  said  she  had.  Well  said  he,  I 
hit  hi.m  within  a  few*  miles  of  this  house  last  evening,  «ikI 
If  came  litre  ;  and  he  told  me  he  would  net  make  himself 
knouti  to  \ou,  to  see  if  you  had  forgotten  his  looks — he 
mu  4  \/c  here — 'The  cruel  mother  fainted  at  the  sentence, 
confo  Ad  her  wickedness,  and  shewed  her  murdered  son, 
cramme  1  in  a  closet  of  the  house  !  !  O  the, love  of  monev, 
what  has  it  lui  done,  what  will  it  yet  do. 

— — — 

I?  . '  /  '  rj  orry  to  that  some  of  my  friends  ha^c 
tiouybt^  bceausc  /  put  tii  o  months  in  one  number ^  they  must 
pty  ibiUih^:  for  each^but  theit  did  not  come  into  my  mind. 
If  ary  bave  piud  my  Carriers  or  agents  in  that  \oay.,  none 
intic  yet  made  n  mittanccs  so  to  me  in  a  single  instance.  I 
sLail  ^end  out  the  fivelve  months  in  nine  numbers^  because  the 
e  rpt  nee  of  the  paper  and  press  is  great,  and  ready  cash  ;  and 
1  hu\r  lad  but  small  remittance,  yet  from  abroad. 
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A  iSERMON,  FROM  A  FRENCH  AUTHOR. 
THE  SEVERITY  OF  GOD. 


Tor  our  G(xl  U  a  consuming  fire — Hcb.  xii.  29/ 

It  is  a  very  deplorable  tiling,  tliatyour  preachers  can  ne¬ 
ver  expatiate  on  tlie  goodness  ol' God,  without  having  just 
grounds  to  fear  tiiat  you  infer  dangerous  eonscquences  from 
their  doetrine.  That  goodness,  of  which  God  hath  maefe 
such  tender  declarations  ;  that  goodness,  of  which  he  hath 
given  us  such  astonishing  proofs';  that  goodness,  which 
seems  so  proper  to  make  us  love  him  above  all  things; 
that  goodness,  through  our  abuse  of  it,  contributes  the 
most,  to  rivet  our  infidelity,  and  to  increase  our  misery. 
We  fi'cely  acknowledge,  therefore,  that  with  fear  and  trem-  ' 
bling  we  endeavoured  last  Lord’s  day  to  display  its  great¬ 
ness,  and,  though  all  our  portraits  were  infinitely  beneath 
the  original,  though  we  csteemccl  it  then  our  happiness,  and 
our  glory,  not  to  be  able  to  reach  our  subject,  yet  we  have 
been  afraid  of  having  said  too  much.  When,  to  prevent 
tlie  fatal  cflects  of  despair,  we  assured  you,  that,  though, 
you  had  trafficed  with  the  blood  of  the  oppressed,  or  be¬ 
trayed  the  state,  or  sold  your  country,  yet  you  might  derive 
from  the  ocean  of  divine  mercy  a  pardon  for  all  these  crimes, 
provided  you  were  enabled  sincerely  to  repent,  and  tho¬ 
roughly  to  reform  them  ;  when  we  said  these  things,  w  e  re¬ 
volved  in  our  minds  these  discouraging  thoughts  ;  Perhaps 
some  of  our  hearers  may  poison  our  doctrine  :  Perhaps 
some  monster,  of  w^hich  nature  produce th  an  example  in 
every  age,  actually  saiih  to  himself,  1  may  then,  without 
despairing  of  my  salvation,  traffic  wdth  the  blood  of  the* 
/Oppressed,  betray  the  state,  sell  my  country,  and,  having 
spent  my  life  in  these  wicked  practices,  turn  to  God  on  my 
death-bed.  You  will  allow,  we  hope,  that  the  bare  pro¬ 
bability  of  our  having  occasioned  so  dangerous  a' wound, 
ought  to  engage  us  to  attempt  to  heal  it,  by  contrasting  to¬ 
day  the  goodness  of  God  with  his  severity  ? 

•  ^  H  h 
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The  text  we  have  chosen  is  the  lanr^uage  of  St.  Paul, 
Our  Cod  is  t7  coTisuminj;^  Jlrc  ;  and  it  is  \\ortliy  of  observa¬ 
tion,  we  have  scrupulously  imitated  the  apostle's  example 
in  making  this  subject  immediately  succeed  that  which  wc 
explained  last  Lord’s  dayx  The  gospel  of  last  Lord’s  day 
was  a  passage  in  Isaiah,  God  ^ccill  abundantly  pardon,  for 
his  thoughts  arc  not  our  thoughts^  neither  arc  our  voays  his 
;  for  as  the  heavens  arc  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are 
his  ivays  higher  than  our  *ivays,  and  his  thoughts  than  our 
thoughts,  eh.  Iv.  7.  The  gospel  of  this  day  is,  Our  God  i$ 
a  consuming  fire,  .St.  Paul  hath  made  a  similar  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  him  >ve  have  imitated.  In  the  versts  which 
precede  our  text  he  hath  described,  in  a  very  magnificent 
manner,  the  goodness  of  God  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
gospel.  He  hath  exalted  the  condition  of  a  Christian,  not 
only  above  that  of  the  heathens,  who  knew  the  mercy  of 
God  only  by  natural  reason,  but  even  above  that  of  the 
Jews,  who  knew  it  by  revelation,  but  from  whom  it  was 
partly  hidden  wndcr  vails  of  severity  and  rigor.  “  Ye  are 
not  conic  (said  he)  unto  the  mount  that  be  touched,  and 
that  burned  with  fire,  nor  unto  blackness,  ami  darkness, 
and  tempest,  and  the  sound  of  a  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of 
words,  which  voice  they  that  heard,  intreated  that  the  word 
should  not  be  spoken  to  them  any  mere.  Jiut  ye  are  come 
unto  mount  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  tlic  living  God,  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first¬ 
born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  Jesus  the  medi¬ 
ator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling, 
that  speaketh  better  things  than  iliat  of  Abel,”  ver. 
18,  &c.  But  what  consequences  hath  the  apostle  drawn 
from  all- these  truths?  Are  they  consequences  of  security 
and  indift'ercnce,  such  as  some  Christians  draw  from  them, 
such  as  some  of  you,  it  may  be,  drew  from  the  proj)het’s 
doctrine  last  Lord’s  day  ?  No;  they  are  consequences  of 
vigilance  and  fear  :  “  See  that  ye  refuse  not  him  that  speak¬ 
eth  :  for  if  they  escaped  not  who  refused  him  that  spake  on 
earth,  much  more  shall  we  not  escape,  if  we  turn  away 
from  him  that  speaketh  from  heaven ;  lor  our  God  is  a 
consuming  fire,”  ver.  25. 

•  Our  God  is  a  consuming  fire.  These  words  are  meta¬ 
phorical;  they  include  even  a  double  metaphor,  God. is 
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here  represented  under  the  emblem  of  fire,  agreeably  to 
wliat  the  pslamist  saitb,  all  thy  rath  burn  like  fire? 
Psal.  Ixxxix.  4(j.  There  is  no  difiiciilty  in  this  first  meta¬ 
phor.  But  the  second,  which  represeiUtth  the  conduct  of 
'God  towards  impenitent  sinners  as  ^sjcrath^  vengeance,  an- 
gery  is  very  difficult,  and  requires  a  particular  explication. 
Jii  order  to  which  we  will  attempt  three  things. 

I.  We  will  endeavour  to  harmonize  cur  text  with  other 
parallel  passages,  and  to  give  you  distinct  ideas  of  that 
which  is  called  in  God  ^vrathy  anger y  r^vngcanccy  and  which 
occasioned  our  apostle  to  say  God  i<  a  comuming  fire, 

II.  Wc  will  prove  that  this  attribute  agrees  to  God  in 
the  sense  that  we  shall  have  given. 

III.  Wc  will  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  doctrine  we 
preach  to-day  with  that  which  wc  preached  last  Lord’s 
day;  the  justice  of  God  with  his  goodness;  and  by  this 
mean  to  engage  you  to  love  and  ado**e  God  as  much  when 
he  threateneth  as  when  he  promiseth,  as  anucli  when  he 
presents  his  justice  as  w  hen  he  displays  his  mercy.  This 
is  the  whole  plan  of  this  discourc. 

I.  We  will  endeavour  to  give  you  distinct  notions  of 
that  which  the  scripture  calls  the  the  anger^  the 

vengeance  of  God. 

Recollect  a  remark,  which  we  have  often  made,  that  is, 
that  when  the  scripture  speaks  of  the  perfections  and  o]k*- 
rations  of  God,  it  borroweth  images  from  the  atrcctionsaud 
actions  of  men*  Tilings  that  cannot  be  known  to  us  by 
themselves  can  be  understood  only  by  analogy,  as  it  is  call¬ 
ed,  that  is,  by  the  resemblance  they  bear  to  other  things, 
with  which  we  are  bettor  acquainted.  Divine  things  arc 
of  this  kind. 

From  this  remark  follows  a  precaution,  which  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  avoiding  of  error  whenever  we  meet  with  an 
emblem  of  this  kind,  descriptive  of  God  in  the  holy  scrip¬ 
tures  ;  that  is,  that  we  must  carefully  lay  aside  every  part 
of  the  emblem,  that  agreeth  only  to  men  from  whom  it  is 
borrowed,  and  apply  only  that  part  to  the  Deity  which  is 
compatible  with  the  eminence  of  his  perfections. 

Sometimes  the  part  that  ought  to  be  laid  aside  is  so  ob¬ 
vious  that  it  ds  impossible  to  mistake  it*.  For  examplci 
When  the  scripture  attributctli  to  God  hands,  or  feet,  sof. 
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row,  or  tears,  or  jealous}',  it  is  very  easy,  methinks,  to 
separate  from  emblems  of  this  so?t,  all  that  can  only  agree 
v’ith  the  natures  of  frail,  or  with  the  conditions  of  sinful 
men. 

But  sometimes  it  is  not  quite  so  easy.  The  difficulty 
may  proceed  from'  several  causes,  of  all  which  I  shall  men. 
tion  but  one  at  present,  and  to  that  J  entreat  your  attenlion. 
Some  men  have  false  notions  of  grandeur,  and  none  are 
more  likely  to  entertair*  sirch  notions,  tlum  those  divines 
who  have  breathed  only  the  air  of  .the  study,  and  trodden 
only  the  dust  of  t)ie  schools.  Such  di\incs,  having  never 
sw’eetened  their  manners  by' a  social  intercourse  with  ra¬ 
tional  people  in  the  world,  have  often  contracted  in  that 
way  of  life,  a  sour,  morose  disposition,  and  their  tcnij)trs 
liave  tinged  their  ideas  of  grandeur  and  glory.  I  am  great¬ 
ly  inclined  to  believe  that  some  ideas,  wliich  several  school- 
men  have  formed  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  God, 
have  arisen  from  this  disposition.  Divines,  who  Iiad 
sweetened  their  manners  by  associating  w  ith  rational  j)co. 
pie  in  the  world,  would  have  attributed  to  Coda  noble  and 
magnanimous  use  ofliis  liberty  and  independence.  I'licy 
v.'ould  have  said,  God  is  free  and  independent,  then  he 
will  always  do  justly  and  cquita!>!y  ;  then  he  will  require 
of  mankind  only  that  which  bears  a  proportion  to  the  ta¬ 
lents  he  hath  given  them;  then  misery  will  be  the  conse¬ 
quence  cf  nothing  blit  \icc,  and  felicity  will  always  follow 
virtue.  If  the  scripture  sometimes  represent  God  by  em- 
bltms,  w  hich  seem  opposite  to  these  notions,  sensible  men 
would  have  couskicreci,  t’lat  one  part  of  them  ought  to  have 
been  cautiously  separated  from  the  other,  because  it  was 
incompatible  with  the  eminence  of  the  perfections  of  God. 
But  these  school-divines  have  attributed  to  Gex!  such  a 
conduct  as  their  own  savage  tempers  would  have  observed, 
had  they  been  vested  with  divine  power,  'i’o  cacli  of 
them, the  prophet’s  reproach  may  be  very  properly  applied, 
“  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  thou  thoiightest  that 
I  was  altogether  such  a  one  as  thyself,”  Psal.  1.  21.  They 
said,  God  is  free,  therefore  he  max-  appoint  men,  who 
have  done  neither  good  nor  evil,  to  eternal  flames.  God 
is  free,  therefore  he  may  create  men  on  purpose  that  th.ey 
may  sin,  and  that  he  may  display  his  wmih  in  their  pu¬ 
nishment. 
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II.  Here  let  us  stop,  and  let  us  keep  to  the  subject  in 
Jiand,  by  observini^  that  those  emblems  of  wrath  and  ven- 
f^cance,  under  which  God  is  represented  to  us,  have  one 
part  that  cannot  l)c  attributed  to  Jiim,  because  it  is  not 
compatible  v/ith  the  eminence  of  his  perfections,  and  ano- 
tlicr,  that  must  be  «npplicd  to  him  because  it  is. 

1.  It  is  a  consecpience  of  the  frailty  or  of  the  depravity 
of  men,  that  their  r7;7^cr  inclines  them  to  hate  those  whom 
they  ought  to  love,  and  in  whose  happiness  they  ought  to 
interest  themselves,  as  far  as  they  can,  without  violating 
the  laws  of  equity.  Such  a  hatred  cannot  be  attributed  to 
God  ;  he  loves  all  his  intelligent  creatures,  and  when  we  arc 
told  that  “  the  Lord  hatclh  a  proud  look,  a  l}ing  tongue, 
and*  hands  tliai  sited  innocent  blood,”  Prov.  vi.  17.  when 
he  is  represented  as  refusing  some  real  blessings  to  man¬ 
kind,  as  “  hardening  their  hearts,”  Exod.  iv.  21,  as  send- 
ing  them  strong  delusions,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie,’^ 
2  Thes.  ii.  11.  All  these  descriptions  mean  that  he  dis¬ 
likes  sin,  and  all  these  who  commit  it ;  that  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  consistent  with  the  eminence  of  his  perfections  to 
work  miracles  for  their  conversion  ;  and  that  it  is  not  fit 
to  reform  by  a  physical  power,  which  would  destroy  the 
nature  of  vice  and  virtue,  men  who  refuse  to  be  reformed 
by  a  moral  pow  er,  which  is  suited  to  intelligent  beings. 

2.  It  is  a  consequQMjSfef  human  frailty  or  depravity; 

that  men’s  vjratb  rnakesthem  taste  a  barbarous  pleasure 
in  tormenting  those  who  are  the  objects  of  it,  and  in  feast¬ 
ing  as  it  were  on  their  miseries.  This  is  incompatible 
with  tlic  eminence  of  the  perfections  of  God.  When  he 
saith  to  impenitent  .sinners,  “  I  will  laiigli  at  your  calami¬ 
ty,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh,”  Frov.  i.  26.  when 
lie  saith,  “  Ah,  I  will  ease  me  of  mine  lulvcrsaries,”  Isa.  i. 
24.  when  Moses  saith  to  the  Jews,  “  It  sliall  come  to  pass; 
that  as  the  Lord  rejoiced  over  you  to  do  you  good,  so  the 
Lord  will  rejoice  over  you  to  destroy  you,  aad  to  bring  you 
to  nought,”  r)eut.  xx^viii.  G3. '  All  the  meaning  of  passa¬ 
ges  of  this  kind  is,  that  the  wisdom  of  God  approveth  the 
judgments  which  his  justice  inflicts?  that  the  punishments 
of  sinners  cannot  affect  his  happiness  ;  and  that  when  he 
hath  not  been  glorified  in  their  conversion,  he  will  be  glo- 
riiied  in  their  destruction.  .  ' 

3.  It  is  a  consequence  of  tlie  frailty  cr  of  the  depravity 
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of  mew,  that  their  anger  disorders  their  bodies,  and  impairs 
their  minds.  See,  the  eyes  sparkle,  the  mouth  foams,  the 
animal  spirits  are  in  atlame  ;  these  obscure  the  faculties  of 
the  mind,  and  prevent  the  weighing  of  those  reasons  that 
plead  for  the  guilty  offender  ;  anger  pre-judgeth  him,  and 
in  spite  of  many  powerful  pleas  in  his  favour,  his  ruin  is  re¬ 
solved.  All  these  arc  incompatible  with  the  eminence  of 
the  perfections  of  God.  “  God  is  a  spirit,”  John  iv.  24. 
he  is  not  subject  to  revolutions  of  sense  ;  reasons  of  pu¬ 
nishing  a  sinner  never  divert  his  attention  from  motives  of 
pardoning  the  man,  or  of  moderating  his  pain.  When, 
therefore,  God  is  represented  as  “  shaking  the  earth,  and 
moving  the  foundations  of  the  hills,  because  he  is  wroth 
when  we  read  that  “  there  went  up  a  smoke  out  of  his  nos- 
trils,  and  fire  out  of  his  mouth,”  PsaL  xviii.  7,  8.  when  he, 
who  is  called  tJx  vjord  of  God^  is  described  as  treading 
“  the  wine-press  of  the  fierceness  of  the  wrath  of  almighty 
God,”  Rev.  xix.  13,  15.  we  understand  no  more  than  that 
God  knoweth  how  to  proportion  the  punishment  to  the  sin, 
and  that  he  will  inflict  the  most  rigorous  penalties  on  the 
most  atrocious  crimes. 

4.  It  is  a  consequence  of  the  frailty  and  depravity  of 
men,  that  their  anger  makes  them  usurp  a  right  which  be- 
longs  to  God.  An  individual  who  avengeth  himself,  as¬ 
sumes  the  place  of  that  God  who  hath  said,  vnigeance  is 
mine^  Rom.  xii.  19.  at  least  he  assumes  the  place  of  the 
magistrate,  to  whom  God  hath  committed  the  sword  for 
the  preventing  of  these  disorders,  which  would  subvert  soci¬ 
ety,  if  each  were  judge  in  his  own  cause.  This  is  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  eminence  of  the  divine  perfections.  God 
useth  his  own  right  when  he  punishetli  sin,  agreeably  to 
the  doctrine  of  St.  Paul,  “  Dearly  beloved,  avenge  not 
yourselves,  but  rather  give  place  unto  wrath ;  for  it  is 
written,  vengeance  is  mine  ;  I  will  re-pay  saith  the  Lord.” 
What  is  this  *wrath^  to  which  we  are  required  to  give  placed 
it  is  the  anger  of  God.  “  Avenge  not  yoiirsclv'es,  but 
give  place  untowTath  ;”  that  is,  be  not  hasty  in  revenging 
injuries,  your  self-love  may  magnify  them,  and  the  punish¬ 
ment  which  you  inflict  may  exceed  the  offence  ;  leave  ven¬ 
geance  to  God,  who  knoweth  how  to  weigh  the  injuries 
you  have  received  in  an  impartial  scale,  and  to  inflict  such 
punishments  on  the  guilty  as  their  crimes  deserve. 
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5.  It  is  a  consequence  of  the  frailty  and  depravity  of 
men,  that  time  doth  notalrate  their  resentment,  and  that 
the  only  reason  which  pie, vents  the  rendering  evil  for  evil, 
is  a  want  of  opportunity;  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers, 
they  eagerly  embrace  it.  'J'his  is  incompatible  with  the 
eminence  of  the  perfections  of  God;  he  hath  at  all  times 
the  means  of  punishing  the  guilty.  When  we  are  told, 
therefore,  that  he  ‘‘  sets  our  iniquities  before  him,  our  se¬ 
cret  sins  in  the  light  of  his  countenance,”  Psal.  xc.  8,  w  hen 
having  reprieved  the  Israelites  at  the  request  of  Moses, 
he  told  him,  ”  in  the  day  when  I  visit,  I  will  visit  their  sin 
upon  them,”  Exqd.  xxxii,  31.  we  only  understand,  that 
time  never  removes  an  idea  from  his  mind  ;  and  that  if  a 
sinner  do  not  improve  the  time  w  hich  is  granted  to  him  for 
his  repentance,  he  will  be  punished  when  that  period  ex¬ 
pires. 

G.  In  fine,  it  is  a  consequence  of  the.  frailty  and  depra¬ 
vity  of  men,  that  their  anger  puts  them  upon  considering 
and  punishing  a  pardonable  frailty  as  an  atrocious  crime. 
This  is  incompatible  with  the  eminence  of  the  divine  per¬ 
fections.  If  we  imagine  God  acts  so,  in  any  cases,  it  is  be¬ 
cause  we  have  false  notions  of  sins,  and  think  that  a  par¬ 
donable  frailty  wdiich  is  an  atrocious  crime.  Sometimes 
an  action,  that  appears  tolerable  to  us,  is  an  atrocious  crime, 
on  account  of  the  motive  from  which  it  proceeds.  Such 
was  tint  of  Hezekiah  ;  he  shewed  his  treasures  to  the  Ba¬ 
bylonian  ambassadors,  and  althongh  this  may  seem  very 
pardonable,  yet  it  was  an  atrocious  crime,  which  appears 
by  the  following  passage  :  “  Hezekiah  rendered  not  again 
according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him  ;  for  his  heart  w^as 
lifted  up  ;  therefore  there  was  wrath  upon  him,  and  upoh 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,”  2  Chron.  xxxii.  25,  An  action 
that  may  appear  to  us  very  tolerable,  is  sometimes  a  heinous 
Cl  ime,  on  account  of  the  singularity  of  the  favour  which 
preceded  it  Such  was  the  conduct  of  Lot’s  wife  :  she 
looked  back  towards  Sodom,  which,  although  it  may  seem 
very  pardonable,  was  yet  a  heinous  crime,  because, she 
disobeyed  the  c5wpress  command  of  her  benefactor,  who 
had  just  delivered  her  from  the  destruction  of  Sodom;  and 
therefore  she  was  instantly  petrified.  An  action  that  may 
seem  very  tolerable  to  us,  is  sometimes  a  very  atrocious 
crime,  on  account  of  the  little  temptation  which  the  offen- 
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dcr  hacl.to  commit  it.  Such  Has  llic  action  of  that  man, 
who  gathered  sticks  upon  the  sabbath^dayy^^  Numb.  xv. 
32.  and  although  this  may  seem  very  tolerable  to  us,  yet  it 
was  a  heinous  olVcnce,  because  it  was  very  easy  to  abstain 
from  it,  and  therefore  lie  was  stoned.  An  action  that  may 
seem  .very  pardonable  to  us,  may  be  a  heinous  crime,  on 
account  of  the  dignity  of  the  offender.  Such  was  that  of 
Nadah  and  Abihu  ;  they  offered  strange  hre  to  the  Lord, 
and  although.it  may  appear  very  pardonable  to  us,  yet  it 
was  an  atrocious  crime,  for  Nadaband  Abihu  were  minis¬ 
ters  of  holy  things.  Lev.  x.  1,  2.  and  they  ought  to  have 
given  examples  of  exact  and  scrupulous  obedience,  accord¬ 
ingly  they  were  consumed  with  fire  from  hca^  en. 

•  'J'hus  we  have  gone  through  our  first  article,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  give  you  distinct  ideas  of  that  which  the 
scripture  calls  in  God,  rcrath,  anger,  consutning  fre, 

(To  be  continued.) 


LHRATA. 

Typographical  errors,  which  the  reader  is  requested  to 
correct  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  in  page  11/9,  for  mi¬ 
nistration,  read  ministry — In  page  200,  for  appropriate, 
read  appropriating— In  page  201,  for  Ex.  read  Ez.  and  for 
profession,  read  possession — In  page  202  for  !  put  ? — In 
page  203,  instead  of  it  is,  read  is  ;  for  bridegrooms,  read 
bridegroom — In  page  204,  in  the  fifth  line  from  the  lop, 
between  repenting,  and  at,  place  an  and  ;  in  the  tenth  line 
from  the  bottom,  for  as,  read  at — In  p%e  20.^,  on  the  13th 
iine  from  the  bottom,  for  object,  read  aspect — In  page  206, 
on  the  ITlh  line  from  ihe  bottom,  for  bids  vou  to  come, 
read,  bids  you  come — In  page  212,  on  the  iOth  line  from 
the  top,  lor  shade,  read,  made. 


